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BUREAU OF THE MINT, 





Washington, D. C., August 7, 1889. 
Hon. Daniel M. Fox, 
Superintendent U. S. Mint, 
Philadelphia. 
Dir: 

As you will see by the enclosed protest of Congressman 
Bergen, addressed to the Secretary of the Treasury, your division 
of the award of charcoal between John R. Rowand and H. H. Gardy 
is objected to on the grounds that the advertisement called for 
simply chareoal in general, and upon the grounds that when sub- 
-~divided into grades the lowest bidder for all other erades than 
pine was entitled to the award when offering pine at the same 
price as another bidder, to whom the award was made. 

Your award was approved on the assumption that you had good 
reasons for discrimination against Rowand in the matter of a 
supply of charcoal : I now desire tmt if this assumption is 
correct i reasons be stated. 

JT also desire to be informed whether Gardy has given bond 
for the supply of pine charcoal. Though I know of no explicit 
rule in such matters it has been the custom at the Assay Office 


in New York to divide between separate bidders awards at the same 


price, where no reason exists for discrimination as to quality of 
material furnished. 

If no grounds exist in the present gase beyond consideration 
to a former successful bidder,; it would be well if some relief 
could be found for Mr. Kowand, to whom it would seem fair to 
award the whole contract under the circumstances recited, 

If it seems too late to take any other course it might, in 

Noten. of 2 
the absence of grounds against Gaddy\a bid, be satisfactory to 


Messrs. Gardy and Rowand to divide the pine chareoal contract 


between them. 


Respectfully yars, 
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[Abstract:] Transmits John R. Rowand’s appeal for Supt’s awards of the contract for charcoal... 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
August 7, 1889 


Hon. Daniel M. Fox, 
Superintendent U.S. Mint, 
Philadelphia. 


Sir: 


As you will see by the enclosed protest of Congressman Bergen, addressed to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, your division of the award of charcoal between John R. Rowand and 
H.H. Gardy is objected to on the grounds that the advertisement called for simply charcoal in 
general, and upon the grounds that when subdivided into grades the lowest bidder for all other 
grades than pine was entitled to the award when offering pine at the same price as another 
bidder, to whom the award was made. 


Your award was approved on the assumption that you had good reasons for 
discrimination against Rowand in the matter of a supply of pine charcoal. I now desire that if this 
assumption is correct the reasons be stated. 


I also desire to be informed whether Gardy has given bond for the supply of pine 
charcoal. Though I know of no explicit rule in such matters it has been the custom at the Assay 
Office in New York to divide between separate bidders awards at the same price, where no 
reason exists for discrimination as to quality of material furnished. 


If no grounds exist in the present case beyond consideration to a former successful 
bidder, it would be well if some relief could be found for Mr. Rowand, to whom it would seem 
fair to award the whole contract under the circumstances recited. 


If it seems too late to take any other course it might, in the absence of grounds against 
Rowand’s bid, be satisfactory to Messrs. Gardy and Rowand to divide the pine charcoal contract 
between them. 


Respectfully yours, 
James P. Kimball 
Director of the Mint. 


